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Joint Letter on Key Priorities for Cross-Border Rail Infrastructure in the German-Danish Corridor
Dear Members of the German-Danish Transport Commission,

The German-Danish border region is one of the most dynamic interconnected areas in Northern
Europe. The economy, labor market, and society are closely integrated across borders. An efficient
and reliable transport infrastructure between Germany and Denmark is therefore essential.

As an alliance of interests for cross-border transport—supported by elected representatives from
the municipal, regional state, and federal levels, as well as business representatives from our
region—we are working together to improve cross-border rail connections for both passenger and
freight transport. Our goal is to identify the transportation policy challenges facing our border
region and to contribute constructively to political solutions through joint proposals.

With regard to the existing infrastructure and transport operations between our two countries, we
see an urgent need for action in the rail sector. It is therefore a matter of great importance to us to
bring the perspective and key priorities of our border region to Berlin, Kgbenhavn, Kiel, and
Brussels, and to provide impetus, including for your work in the German-Danish Transport
Commission.

Discussions within our alliance of interests have identified three key areas of action that require
political intervention.

The top priority is the rapid and needs-based expansion of transportation infrastructure in our
border region. Particular focus is being placed on the Fehmarn Belt Crossing and the Jutland
Corridor. Both corridors are part of the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) and are
therefore of central importance to the European Union as well as to the connection between
Germany and Denmark. It is already clear today that traffic in the German-Danish corridor will
increase significantly with the planned opening of the Fehmarn Belt Crossing. At the same time,



the recently announced delay in the project’s completion highlights how important the existing
infrastructure along the Jutland Corridor remains. As of this month, a significantly expanded long-
distance rail service with more than twenty daily trains is expected to run through the border
region. This development offers great opportunities for the region. However, it requires that the
infrastructure keeps pace and that the increased attractiveness of cross-border rail travel can be
secured in the long term. In the light of these circumstances, priority should therefore be given to
short- and medium-term measures that can have a significant impact at a manageable cost and
effort. The measures, which enjoy broad support in our region, are aimed at significantly
strengthening the rail connection between Germany and Denmark as a whole and, in particular, at
enabling more frequent and faster long-distance connections on the route between Hamburg and
Aarhus—while at the same time appropriately integrating the border region into this development.
There is already broad support for the double-tracking of the Padbborg-Tinglev line, for which the
Danish Infrastructure Plan 2035 has allocated 750 million Danish kroner, and whose swift
implementation is necessary to accommodate the increasing volume of traffic along the Jutland
Corridor. We also ask for your active support in realizing the infrastructure upgrades and
expansion of the Flensburg-Weiche station, whose importance as a long-distance station for the
entire border region we expressly emphasize.

A second priority concerns the resilience of the transport infrastructure in the German-Danish
corridor. Even today, disruptions on individual routes in the north regularly lead to significant
restrictions across the entire network. However, a region with strong cross-border ties relies on
reliable transport connections that do not pose an obstacle in everyday life for commuters,
travelers, trade, business, cultural workers, trainees, and families. In addition, as security policy
requirements grow, the importance of military mobility is also increasing. Against this backdrop,
the resilience of the German-Danish transport infrastructure should also be considered and taken
into account in the European and international context. In Schleswig-Holstein, in addition to the
general improvement of the Marschbahn and the renovation of the Jutland Corridor, we see a
particular need to better connect the two lines. A new connecting curve near Jiibek and the
addition of extra passing tracks would make it possible to flexibly reroute trains in the event of
disruptions and significantly increase the reliability of the network. We also believe it is essential
to better link the rail connection along the Marschbahn with the further connection along the west
coast to Denmark, all the way to Bramming and Esbjerg, also with regard to the cross-border use of
battery-electric trains. Furthermore, targeted investments should be made to enable a long-
distance rail connection between Hamburg and Esbjerg in the medium term and to create
additional capacity for freight transport. In this way, economic regions—particularly the maritime
economy—can be more closely interconnected, while simultaneously strengthening the resilience
of the German-Danish transport corridor. At the same time, the condition of the crossings over the
Kiel Canal is a growing cause for concern. For example, the Rendsburg high bridge is age-related
vulnerable and represents a central critical infrastructure for international traffic to Scandinavia. A
failure would have serious consequences for both passenger and freight traffic, as well as for
defense-related transport. To create resilient long-term solutions, we believe it makes sense for the
federal government to swiftly plan and finance concepts for replacement or new construction of
the rail crossing over the Kiel Canal, so that both planning and construction can be completed
before the end of the remaining service life.

We see a third area of action in the future-proof development of German-Danish local rail
passenger transport. The upcoming decisions regarding future regional transport via the Fehmarn
Belt Crossing present an opportunity to connect the border region even more closely, both along
the Fehmarn Belt axis and along the Jutland Corridor. This depends on track access charges for the
Fehmarn Belt crossing, allowing for an attractive local rail service. The procurement of new
rolling stock for regional transport there offers the opportunity to also strengthen cross-border



connections along the mainland corridor. New regional trains for service through the Fehmarn
Belt Tunnel should therefore be designed for cross-border use from the outset and include an
option for additional orders for cross-border service along the Jutland Corridor.

In our view, these three areas of action point to a clear strategic direction: The border region
requires a joint infrastructure and mobility initiative that accounts for the growing traffic flows
along the German-Danish transport axes while simultaneously improving regional connections to
international transport routes. In the long term, this should result in a binationally coordinated
mobility plan for the German-Danish border region.

New opportunities are also emerging for the financing of these projects. It is now becoming clearer
to what extent funds from the federal government’s special fund will reach the regions and for
which infrastructure projects the state of Schleswig-Holstein intends to use them. As an alliance of
interest, we expressly welcome these additional investments. At the same time, we would like to
encourage the Transport Commission to advocate at the European level for funding opportunities
for small and medium-sized infrastructure measures in border regions. Programs such as the
Connecting Europe Facility have primarily supported large flagship projects in the past. However,
it is particularly evident in border regions that even comparatively smaller measures can have a
significant impact on European integration and the functionality of transport networks. The
ongoing negotiations on the European Union’s multiannual financial framework offer an important
opportunity to strengthen regional and cross-border transport corridors.

We are convinced that the measures mentioned can make an important contribution to economic
development, local mobility, and the strategic resilience of the German-Danish transport area.

We would very much welcome it if the German-Danish Transport Commission could convene a
new meeting in the near future to discuss these issues together and define the next steps toward
strong transport links between our two countries.

We are always available for further discussion.
Sincerely,

Leif Bodin, Mitglied des Deutschen Bundestages (CDU)

Truels Reichardt, Mitglied des Deutschen Bundestages (SPD)
Mayra Vriesema, Mitglied des Deutschen Bundestages (Griine)
Lorenz Gosta Beutin, Mitglied des Deutschen Bundestages (Linke)
Stefan Seidler, Mitglied des Deutschen Bundestages (SSW)

Niclas Herbst, Member of the European Parliament (CDU)

Delara Burkhardt, Member of the European Parliament (SPD)
Rasmus Andresen, Member of the European Parliament (Griine)
Uta Wentzel, Mitglied des Landtages, Schleswig-Holstein (CDU)
Nelly Waldeck, Mitglied des Landtages, Schleswig-Holstein (Griine)
Sybilla Nitsch, Mitglied des Landtages, Schleswig-Holstein (SSW)
Bo Libergren, Regionsradsformand, Region Syddanmark

Anders Winnderskjold, Borgmester Aarhus Kommune

Dr. Samet Yilmaz, Oberbiirgermeister der Stadt Kiel

Fabian Geyer, Oberbiirgermeister der Stadt Flensburg

Jargen Popp Petersen, Borgmester Tender Kommune

Mads Skau, Borgmester, Borgmester Haderslev Kommune

Jan Riber Jakobsen, Borgmester Aabenraa Kommune



Erik Lauritzen, Borgmester Sgnderborg Kommune

Florian Lorenzen, Landrat Kreis Nordfriesland

Walter Behrens, Kreisprasident Schleswig-Flensburg

Dr. Wolfgang Buschmann, Landrat Kreis Schleswig-Flensburg

Mette Bossen Linnet, Udvalgsformand for dansk-tysk samarbejde i Region Syddanmark
Sedef Atasoy, Stellvertretende Hauptgeschéftsfiihrerin bei der IHK zu Flensburg
Lars Havelund, Regionalchef Dansk Erhverv

Michael Otten, Geschéftsfiihrer WIREG Flensburg/Schleswig

Claus Schmidt, Direktgr, Udviklingsrdd Segnderjylland

Peter Hansen, Direktgr Regionskontor & Infocenter Sgnderjylland-Schleswig

Dr. Markus Hunkel, RDC Deutschland Gruppe

Hauke Préger, Wirtschaftsrat der CDU Sektion Schleswig/Flensburg

Dr. Klaus Weil, Wirtschaftsrat der CDU Sektion Schleswig/Flensburg



